
A NEW WORLD OF SUSTAINABLE AND INNOVATIVE HOSIERY
DESIGNED IN COPENHAGEN

AND CRAFTED IN ITALY
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Your choice of hosiery cannot save the planet -  but the 
more people who choose the sustainable option over the 

harmful one the bigger the impact. 

SMALL CHOICES WITH BIG IMPACT
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Dear  Denier  [d i (e) r  de’n i (e) r ]  was  f o unded in  201 2 by  D anish 
Kat r ine  Drost  Lewinsky  in  an  entrepreneur ia l  sp i r i t .  K at r ine 
worked for  15  years  in  the  fash io n indust r y  f o r  severa l  b ig 
fash ion brands  before  founding D ear  D enier. 

Whi le  work ing wi th  sa les  K at r ine  v is i ted many s to res  in 
Scandinav ia  and being a  t ights -g i r l  she  a lways  needed 
to  buy  new t ights  when on  the  r o ad.  However,  i t  was 
a lmost  imposs ib le  to  f ind brands  wi th  va lues  and pr o duc ts 
matching Katr ines  needs  and mindset  as  she was  lo o king 
for  fash ionable,  funct iona l  and durable  ho s ier y  w i th  a 
susta inable  approach.  Thi s  w as  her  mo t ivat io n  f o r  launc hing 
Dear  Denier.

The company has  been growing ever  s inc e and in  201 7 
Katr ine’s  husband Freder ik  jo ined the  c o mpany and i t  i s  now 
a  fami ly  dream to  overcome the env i r o nmenta l  c ha l lenges 
of  t radi t ional  hos iery  produc t io n and make the  mo st 
susta inable  products  poss ib le  w i tho ut  c o mpr o mis ing o n the 
qual i ty. 

Today  Dear  Denier  represents  “a  new  generat io n  o f  ho s ier y” 
wi th  funct ional  products  fo r  mo der n  w o men w ho  are 
demanding more durable  pr o duc ts  as  wel l  as  pr o duc ts  made 
wi th  thought  for  p lanet ,  nature  and peo ple.  

a  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  
h o s i e r y  c o m p a n y
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For years the hosiery industry has been making the same products 
in the same way, using nylon, a plastic derived from crude oil, 
chemicals and production with harmful environmental impact. 

A process that is extremely water and energy consuming and which 
results in high CO2 emissions, excessive use of water and energy as 
well as environmental pollution. 

We use recycled nylon and other sustainable materials, we have a 
zero-waste production and eff ective management of water and 
energy consumption as well as the use of renewable energy. 

We use no heavy metals or dangerous chemicals in the dyeing 
process - we clean polluting elements from the air and water and 
reuse the water. Our packaging is 100% recycled and recyclable.

This enables us to signifi cantly reduce CO2 emissions, pollution, 
water and energy consumption.

c a r i n g  f o r  p e o p l e  a n d
p l a n e t  b y  m e r g i n g 
f a s h i o n  a n d  s c i e n c e



10 11

s u s t a i n a b l e  h o s i e r y 
m a d e  c o o l

-  Fo r  m e  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i s  a b o u t  t a k i n g  f u l l 
re s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a l l  t h e  s t e p s  t h a t  go  i n t o  t h e 
c re a t i o n  o f  a  p a i r  o f  t i g h t s  o r  a  p a i r  o f  s o c k s .  T h e 
p ro c e s s  o f  c re a t i n g  a  s e e m i n g l y  s i m p l e  p ro d u c t 
a s  t h i s  p re s e n t s  d i l e m m a s  a n d  c h o i c e s  t h a t  w i l l 
s u rel y  a f f e c t  h o w  s u s t a i n a b l e  t h e  o u t c o m e  w i l l  b e . 
B u t  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i s  a l s o  a b o u t  m a k i n g  p ro d u c t s 
t h a t  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  c o n s u m e r  i n  t e r m s  o f 
d e s i g n  a n d  w e a r a b i l i t y.  T h e y  h a v e  t o  b e  c o o l  a s 
w el l  a s  s u s t a i n a b l e . 

K a t r i n e  D r o s t  L e w i n s k y,  Fo u n d e r  a n d  D e s i g n e r
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# 1  T H E  M AT E R I A L S

Industry challenge 

The materials used most often are high 

impact materials made with harmful 

raw materials, lots of chemicals, 

excessive amounts of water and 

energy.

Our solution 

We use premium and sustainable 

materials such as recycled nylon 

and traceable natural fibres such as 

Egyptian organic cotton, Italian silk 

and cashmere produced with regard 

for nature, people and animals. All of 

our raw materials come from Italian 

suppliers who have certificates such 

as EU Ecolabel, GOTS, Global Recycle 

Standard, ISO 9001, OHSAS 18001, 

OEKO-TEX®, DETOX, HIGG Index 

and the like.

# 4  T H E  PAC KAG I N G

Industry challenge

The packaging is typically made of 

both paper and plastic. The plastic 

is necessary to protect the fragile 

product. 

Our solution 

Our packaging is FSC-certified which 

ensures that the paper and cardboard 

is made from responsibly managed 

forests that provide environmental, 

social and economic benefits. From 

AW2020 both our outer and inner 

packaging will be made of 100% 

recycled and recyclable materials. We 

know of no other hosiery brands, who 

does this.

Industry challenge

The dyeing process is typically done 

with chemical dye, which can contain 

both heavy metals and dangerous 

chemicals. The water and energy 

consumption is excessive, and the 

wastewater can be contaminated.

Our solution 

Our dyeing facilities are zero-waste 

facilities. They filter and clean all of the 

wastewater from the dyeing process. 

The water is monitored and re-used 

for production or for watering of fields 

and other municipal needs.

All the powder colorants used are 

cleaned along with the fumes from 

the drying process. This means that 

no polluting elements are emissioned 

into the atmosphere.

# 3  T H E  DY E I N G# 2  T H E  M A N U FAC T U R I N G

Industry challenge

The production is extremely energy 

and water consuming with high 

quantities of waste.

Our solution 

Our Italian factories are highly 

specialised and technological OECO-

TEX®-certified zero-waste factories 

which means they invest in sustainable 

solutions and work systematically to 

reduce their environmental footprint 

i.e. by purifying all wastewater from 

production, effective management of 

energy and water consumption, using 

renewable energy, and specialising in 

the use of sustainable and eco-friendly 

materials.

h o w  i s  D e a r  D e n i e r 
s u s t a i n a b l e ?
We  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  f i v e  k e y  a re a s  i n  w h i c h  w e  d i s r u p t  b u s i n e s s - a s - u s u a l 
a n d  re d u c e  o u r  e n v i ro n m e n t a l  f o o t p r i n t .  We  s t r i v e  t o  b e  b e t t e r  a l l  t h e 
t i m e .  T h a t  i s  w h y  w e  w o rk  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  w i t h  e x p e r t s  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  f i v e 
a re a s  t o  c o m e  u p  w i t h  n e w  a n d  b e t t e r  s o l u t i o n s .

# 5  T H E  A F T E R - L I F E

Industry challenge

It takes 30-40 years for nylon to 

degrade into microplastic! The 

technology that allows us to separate 

nylon from elastane and make 

new tights from used tights is not 

developed in a commercial scale yet. 

Our solution

For recycling to be sustainable the 

product you make from recycled 

materials has to have a lower 

environmental impact than the 

product it replaces. This is quite a 

challenge. We are, however, working 

on an innovative recycling programme 

that we cannot wait to launch.
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